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June 22, 2006
TO:

All County Assessors

FROM:
Neal Cook
Utilities Program Manager



Property Tax Division

SUBJECT:
2006 TAX CODE AREA MAPS, STATEMENT, AND SUMMARY OF CHANGES  
The Department of Revenue’s Utility Valuation Section has just completed its update of tax code area boundaries for the 2006 assessment year.  The Tax Code Area (TCA) maps outline the tax code areas for your county.  It is extremely important that this information be correct.  Therefore we are asking you to help us to validate the accuracy of these documents.
Maps – Tax Code Area Information

· The Revised Tax Code Area Maps for the 2006 assessment year replace the maps sent to your office last year.  These maps are used by utility companies in identifying utility property by the appropriate tax code area.  This year, TCA maps are available in three formats - shapefiles, PDF files, or paper.  The PDF files will be emailed, paper maps will be mailed soon, and the shapefiles are available now on the DOR webpage. 
If you use PDF files or shapefiles, it will be substantially easier to read and compare with the county TCA maps to determine boundary accuracy.  You can zoom into the areas with smaller TCAs to clearly see associated mapped lines (e.g., streets, section lines).  Also, you can print a selected section of that map to return to us with corrections.  

If you have a GIS Department, they can download the TCA shapefile (digital map layer) now, and overlay it with the county map layer to locate boundary line discrepancies.  The 2006 Tax Code Area Boundary shapefiles are available at http://gis.dor.wa.gov/taxratefinder/ptdownloads.aspx.  In addition, there are map layers for each of the 27 taxing district categories for the entire state of Washington.  

Alternatively, PDF files can be sent by email for you to view.  As a reminder, please contact Jane Ely this week to state your preference – shapefile, PDF, or paper map.  If we don’t receive a response, we will provide PDF files. 
· The Revised Tax Code Area Statement, as of March 1, 2006, lists taxing districts within tax code areas that are in effect for the 2006 assessment year.  

· The 2006 Tax Code Area Summary of Changes lists tax code areas that have been changed, created, or canceled this year.
The Tax Code Area Statement and the Tax Code Area Summary of Changes can be viewed or downloaded from the Department of Revenue's website at:  http://gis.dor.wa.gov/taxratefinder/TaxFinder.htm?TaxType=P
Corrections Must Be Received By July 24, 2006. 

Please review the maps and statements for errors or omissions.  If you believe changes to the maps are needed, please contact Jane Ely at (360) 570-5894 or JaneE@dor.wa.gov.  
GIS Website

Our internet map will provide tax code area information in several ways.  The map allows you to look up a property’s tax code area by street address, section, township, range, or latitude/longitude.  You can zoom in to your county to select a tax code area to view or download shape files for either the tax code area boundaries or each tax district.  In conjunction with the website map, a list of the tax districts can be viewed for each tax code area.  Utility companies with property located within the selected tax code area are listed with their assessed value.  Currently, the 2002 through 2005 utility companies and their values are available on our website.  The 2006 utility company values will be available this December.

To locate the Property Tax GIS website, go to http://dor.wa.gov, and click on GIS.
If you have any questions about this process, please contact Jane Ely at (360) 570-5894 or JaneE@dor.wa.gov.
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