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Current Use 
Designated Forestland
Current Use Specialist

Jeri Lux
jeril@dor.wa.gov

360-534-1360
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Open Space Taxation Act
Chapter 84.34 RCW
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Three Classifications:

• Open Space Land (includes Farm & 

Agricultural Conservation Land)

• Farm & Agricultural Land

• Timber Land
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Open Space Classification

• Preserve or enhance natural or scenic 
vistas.   

• Protect streams/water supply.

• Promote conservation of soils, wetlands, 
beaches, or tidal marshes.
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wildlife
preserves

sanctuaries
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Wenatchee River
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Open Space Farm and Agricultural 
Conservation Land
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Currently 23 of the 39 counties have a PBRS

A list of counties who have adopted a PBRS and a link to the rating system or 
contact information is provided at propertytax.dor.wa.gov.

Chelan
Clallam
Clark
Cowlitz
Douglas
Franklin
Island
Jefferson
King
Kitsap
Kittitas

Lewis
Mason
Okanogan
Pend Oreille
Pierce
San Juan
Spokane
Thurston
Whatcom
Yakima
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Open Space Applications

• Granting Authority – County Legislative 
Authority (CLA).

• Community Development may be directed by 
the CLA to review the applications and make a 
recommendation of denial or approval.

• CLA approves/denies application within
6 months
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Open Space Taxation Agreement
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FARM & AGRICULTURAL 
LAND

RCW 84.34.020 (2)
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Livestock
• Goats
• Pigs
• Cattle 
• Llamas
• Alpacas
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Crops

• Apples
• Potatoes
• Wheat
• Cabbage
• Tulips
• Alfalfa
• Pumpkins
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Honey Bees
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Aquaculture
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Appurtenance

Barn
Tool Shed
Equipment 
Shed
Machinery
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Incidental Use
• Wetlands
• Gravel Pit (exclusive use to the 

property in classification)
• Farm Woodlot
• Produce Stand
• Storage Sheds
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WASHINGTON WHEAT FACTS
• 4th largest wheat producing state in 

the nation with more that 2.2 million 
acres in production.

• Averages 65 bushels per acres for 
dry or non-irrigated land.

• Eighty to ninety percent of the wheat 
is exported from ports on Columbia 
River.
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20 or more acres

• Multiple contiguous parcels.

• Primarily used to produce 
agricultural products for commercial 
purposes.
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5 or more acres up to less than 20 acres

$200 or more per acre per year for 
three of the past five years 
preceding the date of application if  
application was made on or after 
1/1/93; or

•$100 or more per acre per year for 
three of the past five years 
preceding the date of application if 
application was made before 
1/1/93
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Fewer than 5 acres

• $1,500 per year for three of the past five years 
preceding the date of application if application 
was made on or after 1/1/93

• $1,000 per year for three of the past five years 
preceding the date of application if application 
was made before 1/1/93
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Gross Income
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Contiguous Land
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Relatives
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Inspect the Property
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Farm and Agricultural Land Applications
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Farm and Ag Land Apps Due
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Farm & Agricultural Land
Home Sites

RCW 84.34.065 & WAC 458-30-317
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A stampede at
a dairy farm 
would result in 
“udder” chaos!
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Reasons for 
Removals
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Additional Tax
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Timber Land
RCW 84.34.020 (3)
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Application

Approved or Denied by the County 
Legislative Authority
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Requires an Open Space 
Taxation Agreement
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Merged Timberland 
and Designated 

Forestland
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List of counties that merged Timberland & 
DFL
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Designated Forestland
Chapter 84.33 RCW
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N
o

• No Homesite Allowed
• No Income Requirements
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Application
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Denial
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Time Frame
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Removal 
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Continuance
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53  
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Questions?
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