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* The open Space Taxation Act was enacted in 1970.

—a
e

2 ! W

- =
Allows property owners to have theiropen
space farm and agricultural lands and
timber lands valued at current use, rather
than fair market value.
The act'was created in the interest of the
state to preserve, conserve and continue
the existence ofiopen space!lands for the
production;/of food, fiber, and forest crops,
also, for the enjoyment of natural
resources, scenic beauty and for the
economic and social well being of the state
and for its people.



There arefour classifications that are under the
open space taxation act

* Open space

« Farm and agricultural land
» Designated Forestland

« Timber land.

Farm and Agricultural land is the responsibility of the
Assessor to administer.

Open Space, and Timber Land is under the county
legislative authority's jurisdiction.

Sometimes the county legislative authority will give this
responsibility to community development, or the
assessor. Itcan vary from county to county.
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-Enhance parks, forests,
wildlife preserves,
sanctuaries, preserve
historic sites;

-Enhance recreation
opportunities, like
campgrounds & golf
courses.

- Any land area -
designated by an official
comprehensive land use
plan adopted by any city
or county and zoned
accordingly (RCW
84.34.020(1)(a))

-Land only, no
Improvements



Open Space is a program to protect these types of water ways.
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- Open Space Farm and Agrlcultural
Conservatlon land
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Public Benefit Rating System

San Juan (3>

Wahkiakum %

Columbia

Points Systems set up by
Community Development

More points given to high
priority conservation land

Points affect assessed
value

Points are set & given to
assessors to apply to
current land schedule

Some counties have
minimum point
requirements

A list of counties who have adopted a PBRS and a link to the rating system or
contact information is provided at propertytax.dor.wa.gov.




Open Space Applications
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Honey Bees

Agricultural Co

Honey and poll re agriculturas
products
"

Register hives with WA State
Beekeepers Association
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Industrial Hemp

NO
TRESPASSING

DO NOT remove plants

IR0 o) e L Industrial Hem
Must be licensed .

Focta S B | NOT Marijuana
with Departmen NOTHC
of Agriculture

‘ ’ [3) You are being
i f et
PrOve Income If . ounderFedenraHaw.

under 20 acres
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20 or more acres

One parcel or mult

parcels

iguous

iple cont

Primarily used to produce

Itural products for commercial

purposes.

agricu
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iguous Land — Two or more parcels



5 or more acres up to less than 20 acres

$200 or more per acre per year for
three of the past five years
preceding the date of application if
application was made on or after

$100 or morefacre *pery.eFé‘“
for 3 of five years preceding.
application if made prior to
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Assessor Requirements

Assessors may require:

Data on current use of land

Productivity of crops

e tax returns
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Request additional
documents

Record denial within 10
days







MAay 2024

SUNDAY

APRIL 2024
SMTWTTFEFS

1 2

MONDAY

Orthodox Easter

Holocaust Remembrance
Day begins at sundoton

TUESDAY

New Moon

WEDNESDAY

1 Last Quartes

First day of Astan
American, Native
Hawaiian, and
Pacific Lilander
Heritage Month
May Day

22

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Three chickens strut their stuff under an equine’s watchful eye.
Photo: Westend 61/ Zerocreatives/Media Bakery

SATURDAY

Truman Day (Mo.)

10

11

Cineo de Mays

Motbers Day

13

14

15

First Quarter

216

17

18

Armed Forces Day

19

Whitiunday-Pentecast

20

Vietoria Day (Canada)

21

22

National Maritime Day

2 3 Full Flower Moon

24

25

26

27

Memerial Day, ebserved

28

29

30 ot

31

JUNE 2024

SMTWTFS

1
23456178
9 101112131415
161718192021 2
232425227289
30

I'HE FIFTH MONTH

Country Wisdom
Captain Tidy swings the clipper.
How steady and even he moves!
He is neither banger nor boaster,
but his arms move like the swing-
ing of a door on its hinges. Now he
points in, now he points out, and
the ground behind him is as lev-
el as a bowling green! The music
of his scythe, as it sweeps through
the dewy herbage, mimics the
sweet matins of the merry lark!

~The Old Farmer's Almanac, /832

Best Days in May
FOR PLANTING

Aboveground crops: 11, 12
Belowground crops: 3, 4, 30, 31

1,17-19, 27, 28

FOR FISHING:
7-23

Did You Know?

Although chickens would seem to
have horses outnumbered by only
3to 1 at this barn, their advantage
continentwide is roughly 83 to 1
(663.8 million vs. 8 million). lowa
and Ontario lead their respective
nations in hen pecking.
St

The 2024 Old Farmer's Almanac Country Calendar

Visit Almanac.com for more country wit, wisdom, and weather.
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Application )

Jan 1- Dec 31

submission
d‘j

Approvel/deny \\ -3 t
within6 months. " — |

= N
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Timber & :
J
managementplan == .1!“"-: 2
- =% *a i e .
required el

pp‘roveddc‘)'r Denied by the Co'i
Legislative Authority =



pr completion:

4

Timber management plan tha kegf sense?

’r .

Inspect property 4

Make approve/deny recomrﬁéq' on . -

Public hearing






List of counties that merged Timberland &

DFL
List of counties Coiiits Effective Date Resolution / Date Siotied
that merged el of Merger Ordinance No. i
g'gl':" land and Chelan 07/01/2014 2014-65 07/01/2014
Clallam 01/20/2015 897 01/20/2015
Cowhitz 07/15/2014 14-062 07/15/2014
Ferry 08/04/2014 2014-05 08/04/2014
Grays Harbor 07/07/2014 412 07/07/2014
Island 06/12/2014 C-57-14 06/02/2014
Amended 07/28/2014
King 09/02/2022 19484 09/02/2022
Kitsap 08/25/2014 514-2014 08/25/2014
Kittitas 01/01/2015 2015-001 01/06/2015
Klickitat 09/30/2014 0093014 09/30/2014
Lewis 07/14/2014 1225 07/14/2014
Mason 07/18/2017 40-17 07/18/2017
Pacific 07/08/2014 173 07/08/2014
Pend Oreille 09/07/2014 2014-2 09/02/2014
Pierce 01/03/2016 2015-36 09/15/2015
Skagit 07/07/2015 020150004 07/07/2015
Spokane 12/03/2014 14-0960 12/03/2014
Stevens 02/29/2016 2016-01 02/29/2016
Walla Walla 06/05/2017 467 06/05/2017
Whatcom 10/28/2014 2014-055 10/28/2014
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a.ted Forest land ©

timber land EXCEPT

No timber mane »\3\;’/
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Emter amy additonal codaes
([see back of last page for imstructions)

Weas the sellaer receiuing_%,a property tax exermption or deferral

under RCW S4. 2656, S99, sor 824 38 (nonproft org., senior

citizen or disabled person, homeowner with limited income)? [ ves & no
Is this properity predominately used for timber (as classified

under RCWW 824349 and S4.33) or agriculture {as classified under

RCW 24 3 020) and will continmnue in it's currentd use?? 1 yes and

the tramsfer immeolwves multiple parcels weith difffeerent cdassifications.,

complete the predominate use calculator (see instructions) Al ves [INo

B Is this property designated as forest land per RCW 24 337 Clves EMNo

Is this property classified as current use (opemn space, farrm
anmnd agricultural, or tmiber) land per RCW S4 32497 El wves L1 Mo

I= this property receiving special valuation as historical
property per RCW 24 267 1 ves B Mo

If arny answers are yes, complete as instructed belowr.

(A1) NOTICE OF COMNTIMNUAMNMCE (FOREST LAMD OR CURREMT WSE)

MNEWY OWWHRER(S): To contmnue the current designaton as forest land

or classificaton as current use (open space, farm and agriculture, or
tirmber) lanmnd, yowu Mmuast sigmn on [(3) below . The county assessor rmust thhen
determime if the land tramnsferred contimnues to gualify amnd will imndicate
by signing belowe. 1T the lamnd mno longer gualifies or yvou do Nmnot wwish o
contmnuue the designation or classification, it wwill be remowved amnd the
compensatinmng or additomnal taxes will be due and payable by thhe seller
or tranmnsferor at the time of sale (RCW 84 . 32,1490 or 8434 . 108). Prior to
signing (2) belows, yvwouwu Mmay contact your local county assessor for mMmore
imformaticon.

This lamnd: 1 does 1 does not gualify for
Cconttmnua moe.

Deputy assessor signature Date

(Z2) NOTICE OF COMPLILAMNCE (HISTORIC PROPERTY)

NEWY OWMNERI(S): To continue special valuation as historic property,. Ssigm
(2) below. If the mnewvw owner((s) doesn’t wish to comtimnue, all additional tax
calculated pursuant o RCW 24 26, shall be due and payable by the sellaer
or tranmnsferor at thhe time of sale.

(3) NEW OWMNER(S) SIGNATURE

Signature Signature

Primt maarme Primt mnarme




— You can Audit All parcels in all clé
e the Assessor’s office to do so, bu
furth elled out in WAC 458-30-240

53






